
Council Meeting – 9 December 2015

Joint Authority Questions:-

1. Councillor D’Albert

Q. Could the Council’s spokesperson on the Transport for Greater Manchester 
Committee inform members of what could be done to improve night time 
services in the Bury ‘corridor’, either through the re-instatement of the 135 
night service or later night running of Metrolink or other services.

A. The night journeys on service 135 Bury to Manchester were wholly operated 
commercially by First.  First decided to withdraw the journeys that operated 
late on Friday and Saturday nights.  This took effect from 30th January 2015.

Due to ongoing budgetary pressures, TfGM has to reduce its expenditure on 
supported bus services by 7.1 million up to the end of 2015/2016.  This 
equates to approximately 20% of the previous level of expenditure.

As part of the required budgetary cuts to subsidised services, Transport for 
Greater Manchester made the difficult decision, endorsed by Transport for 
Greater Manchester Committee, not to continue to support the night 
network and it withdrew subsidised night journeys that were operating in 
other areas.

Taking this context into account, TfGM is not in a position to reinstate Bury 
night journeys through subsidy that were previously operated on a 
commercial basis.

Metrolink lines have various start and end times through the week with 
some continuing to run past 1am on Saturday nights to meet the prevailing 
level of demand.  However, for special events such as Parklife (hosted 
recently at Heaton Park), which attracts over 70,000 event goers per day, 
TfGM request that the operator extend services beyond regular operating 
hours.

TfGM, together with MRDL have assessed the demand for running services 
later across the board or throughout the week and currently it would not be 
sustainable.  They also have to balance the need to carry out routine 
maintenance and cleaning of the tram fleet, which has to be done outside 
service hours. 

          (To be answered by Councillor Noel Bayley – Committee for Transport for 
Greater Manchester Transport representative)



2. Councillor Pickstone

Q.      Could the Council’s representative to the Greater Manchester Pensions 
Fund please give members an update on any proposals or discussions 
about the future merging of local authority pension schemes into 
‘investment funds’, and what the response of GMPF has been on these 
proposals? 

A. The Government is looking to establish up to 6 pools, each with 
assets of at least £25bn. It is also looking to see increased 
investment in infrastructure.

For GMPF, discussions on collaboration have been on-going for the 
last 2 months with a number of other, predominantly northern 
based LGPS funds. GMPF have been leading these discussions 
through the Chair, Cllr Kieran Quinn.  

The Fund’s long-term vision envisages creating with other like-
minded funds a large pool of assets that provides: 

 Access to a range of internal and external investment 
management arrangements for listed assets such as 
investments in companies and loans to governments and 
companies at low cost

 Collective investing in alternative investments such as private 
equity 

 An increase scale and reduced risk of investing in infrastructure

GMPF have also been contributing to the national debate for 
example through a seminar sponsored by the Fund, Local 
Authority Pension Fund Forum  and LGA.

Administering Authorities will retain responsibilities for asset 
allocation.

GMPF’s Management Panel meets on Friday, 11 December to 
discuss the documents published by the Government on LGPS 
Investment Pooling and the criteria for judging proposals and 
consider the report on discussions with other potential 
collaboration partners.

Administering authorities need to submit their initial proposals by 
19 February 2016, setting out their commitment to pooling and a 
description of their process towards finalising their arrangements 
with other funds.

Refined and completed submissions need to be made by 15 July 
2016 and they must address how they meet the criteria. This will 
include costs and savings, transition issues and the rational for 
any assets held outside the pool.

(To be answered by Councillor Grimshaw – Greater Manchester Pension 
Fund Representative)


